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July & August 2025

Sunday, July 6 at 10:00 AM
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Chapel Communion Service following Worship

Sunday, July 13 at 10:00 AM
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July 20 at 10:00 AM
B e : Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
A Summer’s Rest... Rev. Barbara Papagian leads Worship Service

Adam Peithmann Farewell Service & Reception
Psalm 116:7 ’ Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the Lord

has been good to you. Sunday, July 27 at 10:00 AM
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

As | am writing this, the thermometer is reading 95 degrees Guest Preacher, Rosalie Sainsbury leads Worship

with heavy humidity. Everyone seems to be moving slowly

because of the oppressive heat. | find myself doing my daily Service

tasks in first gear instead of fifth. Oh, for a 75 degree day! But Sunday, August 3 at 10:00 AM

then again, God created summers to be hot around here. Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

I think that he did this for a reason: so that we would slow Chapel Communion Service following Worship
down. Just as a winter storm should stop life in its tracks, so

the sweltering summer heat should cause us to throttle back Sunday, August 10 at 10:00 AM

and stay cool while we go about life’s tasks. Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

| don’t know about you, but | more often then not find myself Sunday, August 17 at 10:00 AM

running at a frenetic pace trying to keep all of my irons in the

) . , Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
fire. There comes a point when we must slow down or risk burn

-out. Summer can and should be that time. We, as a church, Sunday, August 24 at 10:00 AM

have been very busy this past year with ministries and new Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

members and new projects and new music. So much is going Rev. Barbara Brawley leads Worship Service
on at FCC! It has been great to sense the excitement of so

many! However, | also sense that we are a little winded from Sunday, August 31 at 10:00 AM

trying to keep the pace. It sure is great to have so much to do Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

in church that it would take two or three of each of us to get it
all done. But at the same time, we need to be careful to con-
serve our resources so that we can finish the tasks that we
have started in the best way possible.

There are so many restful things that we can do, but we
have to actually do them to experience their benefit! And
don’t just wait for your week’s vacation to do these things.
| thank God for His work that we are privileged to do! The Lord Make an effort to do these on a regular basis while sum-

has truly been good to us! But somewhere in there, | want to mer is here. Remember, this too shall pass, and we will be
encourage you all, as your pastor, to take some time to sit by heading into fall before you know it. So enjoy summer
the lake, go for a swim, enjoy a campfire, listen to the evening while it is here, and “be at rest, O my soul for the Lord has

crickets and watch the fireflies. Sit on the porch and watch the been good to you.”

Red Sox. Catch an evening concert on some town common. .
Pastor Chris
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: To my dear FCC family,

I Thank you so much for the very generous gift given
to me at my retirement = |
party.

I am happy that | am _ i
I still able to see a lot of 1 .
1 you on Sunday
I mornings.

1/ am enjoying my
| retirement and | am getting some strength back in
| my legs.
Larry and I are planning some short trips in the Fall
and this Summer will be basking by the pool and
swimming of course. | have a couple of places in
mind to use the money for so it is fun planning for
I that.
| It has been a privilege to serve you all and now to sit
lin pew no. 142 with Larry.

I Blessings to you all.
Rev. Barb

Inscriptions inside new Bibles!

If you would like to have an inscription placed in a new
Bible, a contribution can be
made to the Memorial Trust
Fund. Donations can be made in
any amount.

Please reach out to Peter Perich
for more information at
PPerich@FCCManchesternh.org
or call him 603-625-5093 x 160.

Staff Vacations in July & August
o Adam Peithmann will be out of
office July 14 through July 18.

e Peter Perich will be out July 13
through July 19. -

"

e | auren Henderson will be out July
21 through July 25.

o Rev. Chris Stevens will be out July
20 through August 4.

e Nikki Brown will be out August 15 through August
19.

If you need pastoral assistance while Rev. Stevens is
away please reach out to Rev. Barbara Papagian at

barpa1645@gmail.com or call 603-260-2605.

For church building related questions or concerns,
please reach out to Peter Perich, FCC Buildings
Manager at PPerich@FCCManchesterNH.org or call
him at 603-625-5093 x 160.

Dear Members and Friends,

After 11 years of dedicated
service as the Director of
Music Ministry at First Church,
Adam Peithmann has given
his resignation notice

effective July 21, 2025.

Adam has accepted a position as Organist with Christ
Church in Exeter, NH. While this is sad news for our
church, we are excited for what God has in store for him.

Adam’s musical talents have enriched our worship
services and brought joy to our congregation. We are so
thankful for the leadership Adam and his family gave us
during the pandemic times. Adam’s many unique

musical events such as the Christmas Messiah, Christmas
Cantata, Easter Sundays with the NE Brass, and special
music Sundays have given us memories to cherish. And
who can forget staying seated at the end of the worship
service to listen to the postlude. His passion for music and
graphic arts has made a real difference in our church and
our community. We will miss Adam’s presence and his
music greatly.

We will be honoring Adam during a special worship
service on Sunday, July 20. A reception for Adam will
follow the service during Fellowship Hour. We hope you
will be able to join us on that Sunday.

Worship
Service on
Sunday,
June 22nd, 2025

Rev. Linda
Rackliffe was the
Guest Preacher
and Martha
Davies
performed
music solos on

violin.
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Serve Dinner at the FIT
Adult Emergency Shelter at
199 Manchester Street from
4:30 pm to 6 pm.

July dates:

Tuesday, July 8

Wednesday, July 16

Friday, July 25

August dates:

Tuesday, August 12
Wednesday, August 20
Friday, August 22

Put your name on the sign-up sheet on
the volunteer sign-up board.

==

Our FCC volunteers make a
difference to those we serve and
most people who give of their time
to volunteer also feel the reward of
serving those in need. Working
together with a common interest
strengthens our relationships with each other.

Summer gives us lots of volunteer opportunities, please
consider giving your time to one or more of them.

This summer, along with our usual monthly

opportunities, we are planning some fun activities

with our English for New Americans students ...

Watch for announcements and check the volunteer sign-up
boards in the hallway between the Chapel and the
Sanctuary.

If an afternoon time suits your schedule better...
Volunteers are needed once per month at the FIT Food

Pantry! w
T — |

Tuesday, July 22 from 1—3pm.
Tuesday, August 26 from 1—3pm "

B e
.

We sort donations and stock shelves and
help wherever needed—;just 2 hours of
your time to help the food insecure in
Manchester.

Please see the sign-up sheet on the volunteer sign-up board.

New England Seafarers Mission in
Boston
July 19
August 25
Willing
volunteers

FIT Family Shelter
Sign up to join us for FUN NIGHT: |
Thursday, July 24

from 6 pm to 7 pm
Thursday, August 21
from 6 pmto 7 pm
Music and crafts with the kids
while the parents cook dinner.

spend the day
serving the
crews of the cruise ships, working in the shop
or the package department of the mission.

Also watch for upcoming summer dates for
the Resilience Reigns program at the
UpReach Therapeutic Equestrian Center, Inc.

JOIN US to help out with your FCC friends by signing up on the volunteer bulletin boards or
call Lauren in the office Mon-Friday or contact Liz Verity, Volunteer Coordinator,
at liz-v@comcast.net, call or text to 603-494-6785.



mailto:liz-v@comcast.net

NEWS FROM OUTREACH

MANY THANKS to all those who contributed to the
Church World Service Mother’s Day Blanket Mission
and the Father’s . '
Day Tools of Hope
Mission in May and
June.

This summer the
First Congregational
Church Food Closet
will be undergoing
some changes in
service.

Please watch for more

detailed updates in
upcoming publications.

“Each person is a unique and beautiful expression of God’s
divine light and love.”

Words from a prayer, published by the ONA Coalition,
2023

June meeting.

The message continued as our theme

& during the month of June. On June 1,

a group of FCC members and friends

y attended the powerful, meaningful, and
still relevant oratorio, Considering
Matthew Shepard, performed by the
Manchester Choral Society. Greetings
and socializing before the concert moved into a kind of
sacred silence, as the story unfolded in song and the music
of the orchestra. MCS President Elizabeth Shiel expressed
the experience of the performers and the audience so well.
She wrote,

“...Telling Matthew’s story through
music allows us to feel what headlines
cannot: the sorrow of a family, the
brutality of silence, the dignity of a life
lost too soon. And
the hope that, by
remembering, we
f might change.”
The program
notes, including

]
|
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“The _ _ {
performance of an interview with

‘Considering Matthew

Matthew Shepard’s mother,

Shepard’ was are worth reading,

beautiful, even if you didn’t attend. A copy will be

available in the office, if you’d like to
borrow it. You may also experience the
oratorio online. There are several free
versions posted.

powerful, and
heart wrenching
all at once.”

— Judy Nault

Committee members and FCC
volunteers were excited to once again
host a booth at the Manchester Pride
Festival on June 28. That event, held
downtown at Veterans Park, supports
FCC connections with the Manchester
community and beyond, offering opportunities to personally
share God'’s love and acceptance to each person that
stopped by. In addition to displaying our FCC banner and
passing out items with FCC’s logo and “All Are Welcome”
messages, the team of volunteers led some new, engaging
games, activities, and offered fun prizes. Thanks to
committee members and FCC volunteers who spent the
day in service to the mission expressed in FCC’s ONA
Covenant.

On Sunday, June 29, FCC’s worship service connected
with themes of being yourself, loving yourself, and loving
others. Justin May delivered the sermon. Karen Hawver,
Jeffrey Frye, and Barbara Brawley assisted along with
Pastor Chris.

The Open and Affirming Committee plans to work with
Manchester’'s Homeless Coalition this summer, to support
and participate in an interfaith event at the Engagement
Center, scheduled for August 14. Further information will
be published in Sunday News and Friday Link.

Plans for summer Open and Affirming Committee are not
finalized, but we’ll be back in the fall. The next meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, September 21 at 11:30 am. Let’s
continue to lend our heads, hands, and hearts to the work
of building the Beloved Community that Civil Rights activist
John Lewis spoke about.

Faithfully,

The Open and Affirming Committee
Jeanine Finefrock, Jeffrey Frye, Karen Hawver, Justin May,
and Carol Soucy, Chair



WOMEN'S CONNECTION NEWS

‘ On Saturday, June 14th storming meeting to plan the
,/ /’5 a few of the ladies from following year and enjoying catching

- up on what everyone did over the
4 \J’ﬁ'men}s FCC met for breakfast at summer. More information will come

T. Longmeadow Church in \yhen, the time gets closer, along with aR2
ﬁ;mec 19“ Auburn, NH. a sign-up sheet that will go up at the -

It was an all you can eat meal end of August.
with a big variety to choose from. Longmeadow does this on
the second Saturday of the month through the church year The Women'’s Connection Mission Statement:
and take the summer off. The next one will be September The Women’s Connection offers opportunities for the
13. Mark your calendar! women and friends of First Congregational Church to

experience social time together, to build connections, and
to strengthen friendships. We seek to encourage and
support one another as we journey through life together
at every season of our lives. All adult women are

Women’s Connection is taking a little break
this summer. We hope everyone has a safe

and fun summer enjoying the nice weather. welcome to join us for whatever event interests them.
Please save this date Sunday, September 21 Our activities are varied and have included outings,
at 12 noon in the dining room for our 14th crafts, spiritual reflections, hiking and volunteering in the

local community...something for everyone!

Annual Kick Off! This will be a luncheon and a brain-
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Dear First Church members and friends: \ ﬁF ,
A big Thank You to each and every one of you for your time - job well done! It was a bit hectic
at times because of the impact of the delayed track events, but we figured it out and finished Special
on time. Olympics

We were fortunate to get a window of "good weather” to run the event. Thanks to Justin for the tee shirts, water,
and the banner!

If this was your first time, | trust you enjoyed the experience of helping the athletes and you will come back
again. For the repeat volunteers - we already know why you return each year!

In the famous words of Theodore Roosevelt: "People don't care how much you know, until they know how much
you care." Special Olympics knows that First Church cares!

Blessings to you all, Bill Jones



2025 GHURCH SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

AWARDS WERE GIVEN TO RECIPIENTS ON SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2025

Graduating High School Seniors - The Senior

Graduating High School Senior -

Scholarship

Sylvie York - From the Virginia
Smith Bequest

Sylvie York graduates from
Bedford High School. She will
attend Manchester Community
College in the fall for 2 years
until she decides what area or
field of study she would like to
pursue at a university that
matches her career choice.
Sylvie receives the Senior
Scholarship Award that is funded this year by the Virginia
Smith bequest for a graduating high school senior who
shows academic promise and commitment to her further
education.

\VA

Sylvie’s Essay:

Even though | do not know exactly what career | want to
pursue yet, | do know the kind of person | want to be. |
want to be someone who lives by the values | learned at
First Congregational Church. Growing up, | spent every
Sunday at the church in Sunday School and Youth Group,
where | learned about kindness, service, charity, ac-
ceptance, and how important it is to be there for others.
These values have stayed with me, and | know that they
will guide me no matter what career | end up doing.

At First Congregational Church, | learned that being a part
of the community means helping each other and showing
everyone compassion. No matter if | work in business, ed-
ucation, or even healthcare, | want to stick to those values.
| plan to treat people with respect, stay open-minded, and
use what | have learned to make a difference in people's
lives and my own. One of the biggest takeaways from
church is that everyone deserves to feel included and sup-
ported.

First Congregational Church is known for being a welcom-
ing place, accepting all who come, and that’s something |
hope to reflect in my future. | want to be someone who
makes people feel safe and accepted, like how | felt at
church. Despite not knowing what career | will pursue in
the future, | believe being a good person matters just as
much as the job | hold. By living out the values of kind-
ness, service, acceptance, and inclusion that | learned at
First Congregational Church, | know I'll be on the right
path, no matter where | end up. I’'m excited to grow, learn,
and make a positive impact wherever | go because | will be
following the values learned at First Congregational
Church.

A Graduation Gift

Meara Horan — From the FCC Scholarship Fund

Meara Horan graduates from Londonderry High school.
Next year Meara plans to attend the University of New
Hampshire to study animal science in hopes to apply to vet
school. Meara plans to be a veterinarian for small animals
in her future as she loves animals and helping others. She
receives a special graduation gift from our church family.

College Undergraduates — The Higher

Education Award

Garrison Gagnon — From the Gordon Woolner Bequest
A rising senior at Fredonia State University, while studying
Public Accountancy. | will also be an assistant captain on
the NCAA Men’s Ice Hockey Team for the 2025/26 sea-
son. At SUNY Fredonia, aside from academics and athlet-
ics, | am also a member of the Student Athlete Committee
and have been selected to be a member of the Beta Gam-
ma Sigma Business Students Honor Society. Further, from
January to April, | was a tax accounting intern at Lumsden
& McCormick in Buffalo, NY, during the academic and ath-
letic semester.

Garrison’s Essay:

| am currently finishing up my

junior year as a Public Account-

ancy Major at the State Universi-

ty of New York at Fredonia. This

spring semester, | took 21 cred-

its, after another 18 credits in the

fall. These 39 credits consisted

of an assortment of Finance and

Accounting courses, such as

Taxation | & I, Auditing, Intermediate Accounting | & II,
Data Analytics in Accounting, Business Law | & II, and
more. Taking this many courses this year will allow me to
fulfill the 150 credit requirement to become CPA eligible
upon my graduation in May of 2026. I'll be completing this
in only four years instead of the typical five. Along with
these courses, | completed a Spring internship at the re-
gionally recognized

CPA firm, Lumsden & McCormick, in Buffalo, New York.

| worked more than 240 hours over the course of the se-
mester, giving me 6 credit hours. This invaluable experi-
ence taught me many intangible skills while working in a
fast-paced work environment. The internship took place
during the well-known “busy season.” From early January
until April 15th, CPA firms are in overdrive. A multitude of
deadlines make this part of the year very difficult to man-




age. Though | was only an intern during this time, | was
given many tasks while having to balance academics

and athletics. Being constantly pulled in many different
directions led me to fall back on my faith. Trying to meet
internship and academic expectations while being a leader
on the ice meant | needed to be stable myself. Having a
tremendous support system within my family and faith
helped me navigate through the most demanding days of
the semester. Unwavering support and guidance through
my faith found at FCC has led to my excellence in many
aspects of my life. Firstly, | am excited to embark on my
upcoming endeavor with Ernst & Young in their Boston
office as an audit & assurance intern starting in June. After
finishing up at Lumsden & McCormick, | was given a full-
time offer for the Summer of 2026; | will be deciding where
| will be working post-graduation by August of this year.
Academically, | was recently inducted into the nationally
recognized Beta Gamma Sigma Business Honor Society.
This comes with many great opportunities and recognition,
as | am in the top ten percent of all business students at
Fredonia. Next, being a member of the Student Athlete
Advisory Committee (SAAC) has allowed me to help plan
different events around the school. Some of these events
included “Safe Halloween,” donating Christmas gifts to
families in need with children, and an Easter egg hunt for
local children. | am truly grateful to be in the position to
give back to my local community, as everyone should be
able to celebrate such great holidays.

Athletically, | was recently named assistant captain of my
NCAA Division Il hockey team. | am honored to be given
the opportunity to lead my team this coming season and
hope to make an even greater impact on and off the ice.
As | continue navigating life and discovering new experi-
ences, | will always rely on my faith and support systems
back in New Hampshire. | have been able to take chances
on myself and proceed with confidence, knowing that | can
fail and be supported simultaneously. | plan to start study-
ing for my CPA exams after deciding on my employer,
while completing my senior year at Fredonia. | hope to be
an audit and assurance or tax accountant by the Summer
of 2026, continuing my studies to become a CPA. To be
realistic, it was extremely difficult to balance five classes,
an internship, workouts, practices, games, and extracurric-
ulars, all while still trying to be a social college student. At
some points, | debated whether these sacrifices were
worth it and if my hard work was going to waste. However,
| am reminded that this is setting me up for my future suc-
cess. | am grateful for the support of FCC and the church
scholarships, which have helped make these experiences
possible.

Michaela Horan — From the Gordon Woolner
Bequest

| am a Songwriting major at Belmont University in the Curb
College of Entertainment and Music Business. This major
requires lots of music related classes, as well as business

classes to make sure that when |
graduate from the program, | am 7‘[
fully equipped with tools and skills \ bk
needed to pursue a career in the

music industry that can sustain

me in the real world. On top of

this program, | am part of the

Honors College at Belmont which

provides rigorous gen ed courses

that immerse me in an engaging, smaller classroom expe-
rience to get more in depth about the topics I'm studying.

e
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Michaela’s Essay:

In high school | had very clear ideas of what | wanted for
my future. | had a vision of breaking out into the ‘real world’
and pursuing my dreams in music, and | felt as though the
version of me | was in high school was holding me back in
a way. By the time | reached senior year it felt as though
the growth that | could do had reached its max, and | was
excited to explore bigger, newer things, and break away
from what was familiar at home. As soon as my classes at
Belmont University began, | knew | was in the right place. |
had never felt so at home in a place without my family be-
fore going to Belmont, which told me everything | needed
to know. Belmont is a Christian university, and with that |
am surrounded by so many people who have a variety of
backgrounds within the Christian faith. My background at
FCC helped me immensely in my college experience to
connect with others in my community, and recognize how
much it taught me over the years. When | got to Nashville
and was surrounded by so many people who felt secure in
their faith, it made me miss being at home at FCC, which
to me felt like such a clear sign that my church family at
home was cheering me on. | continued to watch the FCC
from all the way across the country, and it continued to
solidify what | had begun to realize: that Belmont did help
me grow into someone new, with amazing opportunities to
pursue what | love, but that my faith and my church com-
munity at FCC would always be there for me, no matter
how far away from home | get. In my future, | plan to stay
in Nashville and pursue songwriting and the music busi-
ness full time, an opportunity that the FCC scholarship
helped me receive. In my remaining years at Belmont |
hope to continue taking rigorous Honors College courses,
and continue learning all about the industry | love so much.

A New Chapter Award
Astrid Maltby — From the

Gordon Woolner Bequest
Astrid is currently a receptionist at
the NH Bar Association.

The new chapter | am undertak-
ing is going back to school as a
single working mother. | was re-
cently accepted into the radiology program at NHTI out of
500 applicants as one of the 40 they accepted. It is a huge




accomplishment and | am very excited on this new en-
deavor. Graduating from a great program and having the
opportunity to provide a brighter future for my daughter is
my greatest goal.

Astrid’s Essay:

What motivates you in overcoming hard or stressful situa-
tions in your daily life? Life presents us with challenges
that can negatively impact our well-being. The key ques-
tion is how we navigate these obstacles effectively. The
first step in overcoming adversity is to acknowledge that
life is not a linear path of perfection. The essence of life
lies in confronting difficulties, as they impart crucial lessons
and foster personal growth. Cultivating a strong, positive
mindset is essential; it creates space for constructive criti-
cism, advice, and support during tough times. Learning
from those who have faced similar struggles is invaluable.
Sharing experiences and connecting with others enhances
our ability to manage new stressors. It is imperative to
grant ourselves grace during challenging days. Feelings of
defeat, sadness, and anger are valid and can be over-
whelming. However, it is within these moments that we
discover our true strength. By allowing ourselves to experi-
ence our emotions and confront hardships, we emerge
wiser and more resilient.

Anxiety is a common and uncomfortable emotion, particu-
larly during stressful times. This is where we can train our
minds to develop mental fortitude. It is a privilege to pro-
cess our experiences, learn, and establish mechanisms
that safeguard our mental health, ultimately empowering
us to navigate difficult days. This journey is not instantane-
ous; it requires ongoing effort to face discomfort and un-
certainty. Acceptance of life’s complexities and enjoyment
of the process make it more manageable. Overwhelm and

FCC KNITTING MINISTRY

Relax at home as you create a yarn craft to improve

someone’s life.

Choose from:

e Prayer Scarves, Full-size Prayer Shawls and Pocket
Prayer Shawls as needed

e Child hat/mitten sets for Thanksgiving Baskets and
the Christmas Angel Tree

e Adult hats for the Christmas Angel Tree

fear often accompany chal-
lenging situations, especially
when we lack prior experi-
ence or the right tools. Nor-
malizing hard days, ac-
knowledging them, learning
from them, and building sup-
portive systems will yield a
positive impact on our lives.
My motivation stems from
my daughter and others
around me. | aim to exempli-
fy that anything is achieva-
ble with determination. Em-
bracing discomfort and learning from mistakes is crucial.
The most vital skill is to analyze our missteps and strate-
gize for future success. With practice, we become more
confident and resilient, compartmentalizing experiences
and the lessons learned. This process enriches our wis-
dom and knowledge, motivating us to embrace difficult
days as opportunities for growth. | am grateful for the hard
days that tested my resolve, as they shaped me into who |
am today. My experiences will undoubtedly assist others in
their journeys. We possess the power to rise and become
the individuals we aspire to be. As Joel Osteen wisely
states, “When you face difficult times, know that challeng-
es are not sent to destroy you. They are sent to promote,
increase, and strengthen you. Accepting that life will not
always be easy is crucial for progress. Learning and grow-
ing from adversity is a gift. Failures are not inherently neg-
ative; they provide opportunities to build resilience and
confidence for the future. As we evolve, we become more
attuned to our true selves in this journey called life.

Balaclavas for the New
England Seafarer’s
Mission

e Lap Blankets

e Items as you wish for
the October Holly
Berry Fair

Please contact JoAnn at jaward1010@comcast.net
with questions, help with patterns or yarn. Please pass
along finished items either to the church office or her
home.

Friday Link Submissions
Needed! |
We are always looking for your stories, |
photos, favorite poems, vacation :
recaps, appropriate jokes, favorite Bible:
passages, book recs., etc.! Please
consider contributing to our Friday Link,

online newsletter. We need your help to keep it
interesting and meaningful, and we appreciate
your involvement.
(You can remain anonymous, too, if you’d like to.)

Email submissions to the church office at
LHenderson@FCCManchesterNH.org.
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: A New Staff Position at First
: Congregational Church

Dear Members and Friends,

: First Congregational Church has been deeply rooted in the
E history and culture of Manchester for nearly 200 years.

= Throughout these two centuries, this dynamic congregation
has been a leader amongst the churches, making signifi-

= cant contributions to the spiritual and social well-being of

= Manchester. As our culture progresses further into a

= changing world of technology and communications, it is

E important for us to embrace these new methods with the

= same enthusiasm that we have always shown. There is a

E brand-new realm of opportunity that awaits FCC as we
have yet only scratched the surface of the possibilities.

The recent retirement of our Associate Pastor gives us the
Eopportunity to review the best use of staff positions, while

= making sure all important aspects of church life are main-
Etained. The congregational care that was a large part of the
= Associate Pastor’s role is being maintained by our Parish
Visitors and Kindness Team. These are outstanding

= groups that deeply care for the members and friends of
FCC and offer truly meaningful love and support to this

1 church family.

= Currently, 35% of our Sunday attendance is online. Those

= Who are tuning in via Facebook and YouTube enjoy a
professional-grade livestream church service experience.
= They don’t, however, have many ways to connect to each
other and to the congregation as a whole. This is some-

= thing that we want to change. Also, we haven’t put much

E effort into cultivating our online attendance and we are

E hoping that by doing so, we can significantly grow this part

of our church.

Our vision is to have a
“hybrid” church,
consisting of both in-
person and online/
social media
attendance that, when
taken as a whole,
represents a vibrant,
modern faith presence
in the Manchester area.

Because of all this, we

are now seeking to continue our rich tradition of ministry by
expanding our presence through modern channels of com-
munication. We will accomplish this in part by creating a
new position on the staff of FCC. The title of this position
will be, “Social Media and Communications Director”. This
individual will be primarily responsible for creating compel-
ling content across various online platforms, managing our
social media accounts, and collaborating with our staff and
committees to ensure our digital presence is effectively
engaging people and connecting them to our church’s mis-
sion. We hope that this new role will strengthen our online
church community and ultimately grow our congregation in
appreciable ways. The church Council has reviewed and
approved this new direction.

We hope that you will share in our excitement for what lies
ahead. God has great plans for this church as we together
walk with Him into our common future!

Blessings to all,

Bill Jones
Moderator

Director of Music Ministry Search

Committee

We are pleased to inform you that a Search Committee has
been established to find our new Director of Music Ministry.
The committee will also be responsible for finding an inter-
im person to fill in during the search period. If you have
comments or concerns about the position being filled or the
music program at FCC, we encourage you to speak directly
to any member of the Search Committee.

Susan Wilkes, Chair
Bridget Thornton-Smith
Sipra Agrawal Kolar

Terri Pattee
Karen Hawver
Dave MacGregor

Our accomplishments so far:
1. Updated job description

2. Posted the job description info on FCC website, thanks
to Adam

3. Posted info for university classified ads, universities
that have organ performance and education programs,
local music schools and stores

4. Located and confirmed substitute organists for July-

August, with possible interests
beyond

Ongoing work:

e Posting on new platforms such
as Facebook, NH AGO, MCMS,
Other state music organizations

e Continued conversations with
the congregation

e Establishing audition and interview criteria

e Upcoming Related Needs::

e Re-establishment of FCC Music Committee whose role
is to meet reqularly to:

= Connect music director, admin., and congregation
with regards to music ministry at FCC

Oversee the maintenance of instruments, choir
music and robes

Evaluate and plan events

=

=

More news will be coming soon about the rebirth of the
FCC Music Committee.



HOLLY BERRY FAIR NEWS

We did it again! We waited
for “matching funds” for one
of our twice-yearly donations
to the NH Food Bank. In early 8
June we made a $750 one
which will become $1500 for
the NH Food Bank!!!

Our request for pinecones last
year was our most successful re-
quest - we are still working with
them for handcrafts for the Fair (October 18, 2025)

The Thursday craft group is going well. We meet from 9-
12 but if you can only spare an hour, please come! There
are some participants from other churches in Manchester
and out of state from Pennsylvania and Maine! They are a
wonderful enthusiastic addition to our FCC friends. We
welcome everyone no matter what their skills as we have
many simple tasks - like cutting out circles and stuffing
items. Oh, great snacks too! Visit us once in a while or
weekly - please come and enjoy the laughter and wonder-
ful friends!

Whether you come now or want to see what we do
please come on July 10th for a summer luncheon -
great food and super laughs!

New Member Joining Sunday was June 15!

L)) =

e

Please welcome Pat & Karen Long and Alissa
Escobales!

Senior Fellowship

Spring Luncheon!

: Tuesday, June 3, 2025
d Manchester Country Club

SUNDAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

IN AUGUST

Fellowship Hour Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to
host our Fellowship Hour PR ——
following the 10 am worship m__::
service in August.

You would need to set up in the

dining room, bring and serve just a light snack and punch,
and clean up after. Please see the sign-up sheet posted
on the church office window or contact Lauren in the
church office.

N,

Summer Altar Flowers

The FCC Altar Design Team would like
to extend the invitation to anyone who
would care to place a flower arrange-
ment on the altar. The dates are on the
sign-up sheet on the church office win-
dow. Just write your name beside your
chosen date and when the week comes up you will re-
ceive an email to remind you. The arrangement can be
flowers from your own garden, from the grocery store,
from a florist or even potted plants. If you would like to
order from Chalifour’s Florist, check with Lauren in the
office and she can set it up. If you have any questions,
please see Pam LeBlanc or Terri Pattee. Thank you!

Scripture Readers
If you are interested in reading !: ‘!
scripture during Sunday Worship >
Service, please reach out to Peter
Perich at 603-625-5093 x160

or email him at:
PPerich@FCCManchesterNH.org.

Please be aware of Fraudulent Emails

Emails purporting to be from Pastor Chris were recently
sent to a large number of people associated with First
Congregational Church. These email messages are a
scam, from an unknown person or persons.

e Check the email address; it will not be correct.

e Pastors, staff, and lay leadership will never ask for
money and particularly gift cards for a “cause” or to
support an individual.

e Pastors know that emails are never confidential.

So, if a supposed email from a pastor asks for it to be
confidential and not to tell anyone, please let that be a
red flag, warning you it is a scam.

e If you are unsure, feel free to double check for the real
email, or phone or text the person who is supposedly
asking for money or gift cards. These emails can be
very convincing, so please always call the church
office before responding (603-625-5093).

e Mark the email as spam, instead of just deleting it.



JULY & AUGUST AT FCC

Activities, dates and times are subject to change. Please refer to the printed calendars by the office
or go to www.fccmanchesternh.org

Tuesday, July 1
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
Wednesday, July 2 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, July 3

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop
Friday, July 4

Church Office Closed for Independence Day Holiday
Saturday, July 5 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, July 6
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Chapel Communion Service
11:30 AM Bible Study
Monday, July 7 No Church Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, July 8

4:30 PM FIT Kitchen Volunteer Evening
Wednesday, July 9 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, July 10

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop

1:00 PM Bible Study
Friday, July 11 No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, July 12 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, July 13
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, July 14 (ENA Summer Classes Begin)
Tuesday, July 15 No Church Activities Scheduled
Wednesday, July 16

4:30 PM Kitchen Volunteer Evening
Thursday, July 17

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop
Friday, July 18 No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, July 19

New England Seafarer’s Mission Event
Sunday, July 20
Celebration for Adam Peithmann
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, July 21 No Church Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, July 22

1:00 PM FIT Food Pantry Volunteer Opportunity
Wednesday, July 23 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, July 24

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop

6:00 PM FIT Family Center Activity Night
Friday, July 25

4:30 PM FIT Kitchen Volunteer Evening
Saturday, July 26 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, July 27
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, July 28 No Church Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, July 29 No Church Activities Scheduled
Wednesday, July 30 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, July 31

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop

Friday, August 1 No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, August 2 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, August 3
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Chapel Communion Service
Monday, August 4 No Church Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, August 5
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
Wednesday, August 6 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, August 7

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop
Friday, August 8 No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, August 9 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, August 10
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, August 11 No Church Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, August 12

4:30 PM Kitchen Volunteer Evening
Wednesday, August 13 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, August 14

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop
Friday, August 15 No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, August 16 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, August 17
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, August 18 No Church Activities Scheduled
Tuesday, August 19 No Church Activities Scheduled
Wednesday, August 20

4:30 PM Kitchen Volunteer Evening
Thursday, August 21

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop

6:00 PM FIT Family Center Activity Night
Friday, August 22

4:30 PM FIT Kitchen Volunteer Evening
Saturday, August 23 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, August 24
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, August 25
New England Seafarer’s Mission Event
Tuesday, August 26

1:00 PM FIT Food Pantry Volunteer Opportunity
Wednesday, August 27 No Church Activities Scheduled
Thursday, August 28

9:00 AM Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshop
Friday, August 29 No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, August 30 No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, August 31
10:00 AM Worship Service



The July & August 2025
Church Window

Our monthly newsletter

First Congregational Church
508 Union Street

Manchester, NH 03104-4890
(603) 625-5093
www.fccmanchesternh.org

Rev. Christopher Stevens
Senior Pastor

Adam Peithmann
Director of Music Ministry

The Deadline for the September Church

Newsletter is Friday, August 15!
(3

Please submit your articles & pictures
to Lauren Henderson at
LHenderson@FCCManchesterNH.org
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Sunday Worship
10:00 AM

In-person with livestream option available

from our homepage:
www.FCCManchesterNH.or:

e
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Church Office Summer Hours

Monday through Thursday from 9AM to 3PM

Friday 9 AM to 12 Noon (through Labor Day, 9/1)
Please note that the office is closed on major holidays.

Pledges & Donations

Your monetary gift has a big impact on our ministries and
those we serve! Scan this QR code to learn more.

-

Place smart phone camera over the QR code and click
the link that appears. No need to “log in” for one time
giving

2. Scroll the giving categories and make your offering.

Thank you for continuing to mail in your pledges!

It's ok to consolidate a month. You can also send via your own
bank’s Bill Pay, or go to Vanco via our website. Call Nikki
Brown, FCC Bookkeeper, if you need help at 603-625-5093
x230.

www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
Stay current by visiting FCC online at www.fccmanchesternh.org
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